THE CLAIMS 



Please rewrite the claims as follows: 

1. (Twice Amended) A golf ball having [an outer surface] a core and a cover layer surrounding 
the core, wherein the improvement comprises forming at least [said outer surface] the cover layer 
of a thermoplastic material comprising at least one functionalized fluoropolymer, wherein said 
fluoropolymer has the formula 

Rl R3 R5 R7 
II II 

I 1^1 I* 

R 2 R4 R* R* 

in which a is a number from 1 to 100; b is a number from 99 to 1 ; R1-R7 are independently 
selected from the group consisting of H, F, alkyl, and aryl; wherein at least one of R1-R7 is F; and 
R 8 is [H, F, or] a moiety of the formula 

CP3 
I 

f-O— CF 2 — CP ^p- O— CF 2 — CF 2 — Z 

in which m is a number from 1 to 1 8; and Z is selected from the group consisting of S0 2 F, S0 3 H, 
S0 3 "M v+ , COF, C0 2 H, and C0 2 "M v+ , wherein v is the valence of M and M is a cation selected 
from Group I, la, Ila, lib, Ilia, Illb, IVa, IVb, and transition elements. 

2. (Twice Amended) The golf ball of [any] claim 1 wherein [said outer surface] the cover layer is 
comprised of up to about 100 wt % of said functionalized fluoropolymer. 
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3. (Four Times Amended) A golf ball having at least [an outer surface] a cover layer formed of a 
material selected from the group consisting of thermoplastic materials and thermosetting 
materials, wherein the improvement comprises applying upon [said outer surface at least one 
layer of] the cover layer [a] at least one coating layer [material], [said] the coating layer 
[material] comprising at least one functionalized fluoropolymer, wherein said fluoropolymer has 
the formula 



Ri R 3 Rs R? 
Rl R4 &6 Rr 



in which a is a number from 1 to 100; b is a number from 99 to 1 ; R1-R7 are independently 
selected from the group consisting of H, F, alkyl, and aryl; wherein at least one of RiJkisF; and 
R 8 is [H, F, or] a moiety of the formula 



CF3 

■f«G— CF 2 — CF O— CF 2 — C?2— Z 



in which m is a number from 1 to 18: and Z is selected from the group consisting of S0 2 F, S0 3 H, 
S0 3 'M v+ , COF, C0 2 H, and C0 2 "M v+ , wherein v is the valence of M and M is a cation selected 
from Group I, la, Ha, lib, Ilia, Illb, IVa, IVb, and transition elements^and 

wherein the fluoropolymer is formed by copolvmerizing a vinvl ether having a structure 
selected from the group consisting of 



CF 2 =CTCCT 2 C3P(Cy 5 )OCF 2 Ca'^; 

CFasCTCX^OCF^jCFRZ; and 
CF2rCFP0 fl OCF(Z)CF 2 R 
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wherein X is (XCFs Y. <», nr^PFV, nr or.FYr.Fo. where Y is F or CF. : Z is selected from the 
nronp consisting " f ^, ^H, SfyM^.mF, C.O.H. and CO^'M^ wherein v is the valence 
of M and M is a cation selected from Group I. Ia. Ha. lib . Ilia. Hlb. IVa, IVb and transition 
elements: R is F or a perfluoroalkvl group having up to 10 c arbon atoms; and n is 0, 1, or 2. 

4. (Twice Amended) The golf ball of claim 3 wherein [said] at least one coating layer [material] 
is comprised of up to about 100 wt % of said functionalized fluoropolymer. 

5. (Twice Amended) A golf ball having [an outer surface] a core and a cover layer surroun ding 
the core, [said] the golf ball having at least one coating layer deposited upon [said outer surface] 
the cover layer , [said outer surface] the cover layer formed of a material selected from the group 
consisting of thermoplastic materials and thermosetting materials, wherein at least [said outer 
surface] the cover layer and [said] at least one coating layer comprise at least one functionalized 
fluoropolymer, wherein said fluoropolymer has the formula 



in which a is a number from 1 to 100; b is a number from 99 to 1 ; R1-R7 are independently 
selected from the group consisting of H, F, alkyl, and aryl; wherein at least one of R 1 jR z jsFLand 
R 8 is [H, F, or] a moiety of the formula 

CF 3 
I 

■f-O — GF2 — CF ^— O— CF 2 — CF 2 —Z 
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in which m is a number from 1 to 18; and Z is selected from the group consisting of S0 2 F, S0 3 H, 
S0 3 'M v+ , COF, C0 2 H, and C0 2 "M v+ , wherein v is the valence of M and M is a cation selected 
from Group I, la, Ila, lib, Ilia, Illb, IVa, IVb, and transition elements. 

6. (Thrice Amended) A golf ball having a cover layer wherein the imp rovement comprises 
forming at least the cover layer of a thermoplastic material comprising at least one functionalized 
fluoropolvmer. wherein the fluoropolymer has the formula [The golf ball of any one of claims 1, 
3 or 5 wherein said fluoropolymer is a terpolymer having the formula] 

Ri R$ R5 R7 &u 
II I I II 

R 2 R4 R* R« R10R12 

wherein a is number from 1 to 100; b is a number from 99 to 1; [C] c is a number from 1 to 50; 
R,-R z are each selected from the group consisting of H. F. alkvl. and arvl; w herein at least one of 
Rj-R_7 is F: and R « is a moietv of the formula 

CF 3 
I 

-f O— CF 2 — CF ^— 0-»CE^— CF 2 — Z 



in which m is a number from 1 to 1 8: and Z is selected from the group consisting of SO?F, SO^FL 
sryM v+ , C.(W, CO-,H. and C09~M V+ . wherein v is the valence of M and M is a cation selected 
from Group I. Ia. Ila. lib. Ilia. IHb. IVa. IVb. and transition elements; R9-R11 are independently 
selected from the group consisting of H, F, alkyl and aryl; and R12 is selected from the group 
consisting of 
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o o o 

li II II 

— C— OR13, — C — OH and — C— 0"M+ 

wherein R13 is a C1-C12 linear or branched chain alkyl group. 



7. (Thrice Amended) The golf ball of any claims 1 [, 3] or 5 wherein [said] the fluoropolymer has 
the formula 

10 \ 



CP 

I 

CF— CF3 f 

0 
I 

CF 3 

i 

CF 2 
Z 
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wherein m is 1-12; x is 1-100; y is 99 to 1; and Z is selected from the group consisting of S0 2 F, 
S0 3 H, S0 3 ~M v+ , COF, C0 2 H, and C0 2 "M v+ , wherein v is the valence of M and M is a cation 
selected from Group I, la, Ha, lib, Ilia, Illb, IVa, IVb, and transition elements. 

8. (Original) The golf ball of claim 7 wherein m is a number from 7 to 10. 

9. (Thrice Amended) The golf ball of [any one of] claim 7 wherein [said] the fluoropolymer is 
formed by copolymerizing pe.rfhiorothvlene or a perfluoro-a -olefin with a vinyl ether having a 
structure selected from the group consisting of 



CF 2 =CF(X)„OCF 2 CFRZ; and 
CF^CF^OCFCZ^R 

wherein X is O(CF 2 ) 2 .i 0 , OCF 2 CFY, or OCFYCF 2 , withY~F where Y is F or CF 3 ; Z i: 
from the group consisting of S0 2 F, S0 3 H, SOs^, COF, C0 2 H, and C0 2 "M v+ , wherei 
valence of M and M is a cation selected from Group I, la, Ha, lib, Ilia, Illb, IVa, IVb a 
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transition elements; R is F or a perfiuoroalkyl group having up to 10 carbon atoms; and n is 0, 
[[11]] Lor 2. 



10. (Four Times Amended) The golf ball of any one of claims 1[, 3] or 5 wherein [said] the 
fluoropolymer has molecular units [selected from the group consisting] of the structure 

OCF 2 CF(CF 3 )) m -OCF 2 CF 2 Z 



| I 

-CF2PF(X)bOCFiC!FEZ; — 0^(X)bOCFZ ; and 

CFaR 

^ -(OCF 2 CF(CF 3 )) m -OCF 2 CF 2 Z ] 

wherein [X is O(CF 2 ) 2 .i 0 , OCF 2 CFY, or OCFYCF 2 ;] Z is selected from the group consisting of 
S0 2 F, S0 3 H, S0 3 M v+ , COF, C0 2 H, and C0 2 -M v+ , wherein v is the valence of M and M is a 
cation selected [for the] from Group [group] I, la, Ila, lib, Ilia, Illb, TVa, IVb and transition 
elements[; R is F or a perfiuoroalkyl group having up to 10 carbon atoms; n is 0, 1 or 2]; and m 
is 7-10. 

11. (Amended) The golf ball of any one of claims 1, 3 or 5 wherein [said] the fluoropolymer is a 
perfluoropolymer that is sulfonated or carboxylated. 

12. (Twice Amended) The golf ball of claim 1 or 5 wherein [said] the fluoropolymer comprises 
from about 10 to about 90% of at least [said outer surface] the cover layer and wherein about 90 
to about 10% of [said outer surface] the cover layer is comprised of one or more non-fluorinated 
thermoplastic polymers selected from the group consisting of ionomeric polymers, non- 
ionomeric polymers, and mixtures thereof. 



13. (Twice Amended) The golf ball of claim 1 or 5 wherein [said] the [ball comprises at least one 
cover layer and a] core[, and wherein said outer surface comprises said cover layer] comprises 
two or more layers . 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Amended) The golf ball of claim 13 wherein [said] the fluoropolymer is blended with at 
least one additional thermoplastic ionomer. 

16. (Amended) The golf ball of claim 13 wherein [said] the fluoropolymer is blended with at 
least one non-ionomeric thermoplastic resin. 

17. (Amended) The golf ball of claim 3 or 5 wherein [said] the fluoropolymer comprises from 
about 10 to about 90% of [said] the coating and wherein about 90 to about 10% of [said] the 
coating is comprised of one or more non-fluorinated thermoplastic polymers selected from the 
group consisting of ionomeric polymers, non-ionomeric polymers, and mixtures thereof. 

18. (Twice Amended) A method of enhancing the cut and abrasion resistance of a golf ball 
comprising the steps of: 

a) forming a golf ball core; and 

b) forming a cover around [said] the core by molding a cover stock material comprising a 

fluoropolymer about [said] tiie core, wherein [said] the fluoropolymer has the formula 



Ri R3 »a 
IS I I 

R 2 m Re R* 
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in which a is a number from 1 to 100; b is a number from 99 to 1; R1-R7 are 

independently selected from the group consisting of H, F, alkyl, and aryl; wherein at 
least one of R 1-R7 is F; and R 8 is [H, F, or] a moiety of the formula 



CF 3 
i 

Oft— CF^O— Cft-Cft— Z 

in which m is a number from 1 to 18; and Z is selected from the group consisting of 
S0 2 F, SO3H, S0 3 "M v+ , COF, C0 2 H, and C0 2 'M v+ , wherein v is the valence of M and 
M is a cation selected from Group I, la, Ila, lib, Ilia, Illb, IVa, IVb, and transition 
elements. 

19. (Twice Amended) The method of claim 18 which further comprises choosing a cover stock 
material comprising a fhioropolvmer . wherein the fluoropolvmer is a t erpolvmer having the 
formula 

Ri R 3 Rs R7 R* R11 
R 2 *4 Re R* Rio R12 

wherein a is number from 1 to 100: b is a number from 99 to 1; c is a number [form] from 1 to 
50; R : -R 2 are each selected from the group consisting of H. F. alkyl . and arvl: wherein at least 
one of R r R z is F: and R r is a moietv of the formula 

CF 3 
I 
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in which m is a number from 1 to 18: and Z is selected from the group consisting of SOaF^S^H, 
SfyM v+ COF, COoH. and CO? M v+ . wherein v is the valence o f M and M is a cation selected 
from Group I. Ia. Ha. lib. Ilia. Hlb. IVa, TVb. and transition elements; R9-R11 are independently 
selected from the group consisting of H, F, alkyl and aryl; and Ri 2 is selected from the group 
consisting of 



OOO 

11 II H 

— C-OR13, — C— OH and — C— 



wherein R13 is a C1-C12 linear or branched chain alkyl group. 

20. (Amended) The method of claim 18, wherein [said] the fluoropolymer is selected from the 
group consisting of perfluoropolymers that are sulfonated or carboxylated and their salts. 

21. (Amended) The method of claim 20, wherein [said] the cover material comprises from about 
10 to about 90% of [said] the fluoropolymer and wherein from about 90 to about 10% of the 
cover material is comprised of one or more non-fluorinated thermoplastic polymers selected 
from the group consisting of ionomeric polymers, non-ionomeric polymers and mixtures thereof. 

22. (Twice Amended) A method of enhancing the cut resistance, abrasion resistance, and 
durability of a golf ball which comprises forming a golf ball and applying to the golf ball a 
coating composition comprising a fluoropolymer, wherein [said] the fluoropolymer has the 
formula [ 

in which] 
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Ri R3 R5 R7 Rs Ru 
II II II 

R 3 R* Re Rs Rio R12 



wherein a is a number from 1 to 100; b is a number from 99 to 1; c is a number from 1 to 50; R r 
R 7 are independently selected from the group consisting of H, F, alkyl, and aryl; wherein at least 
one ofR r R7 isF; and R 8 is [H, F, or] a moiety of the formula 

I 

f-O — CFa—CF-^O — C^2— CF 2 — Z 

in which m is a number from 1 to 1 8[:]; and Z is selected from the group consisting of S0 2 F, 
S0 3 H, S0 3 "M v+ , COF, C0 2 H, and C0 2 "M v+ , wherein v is the valence of M and M is a cation 
selected from Group I, la, Ha, lib, Ilia, Illb, IVa, IVb, and transition elementsiRgzRnjre 
independently selected from the group consisting of H . F. alkvl and aryl; and R )2 is selected from 
the group consisting of 

OOO 
If II II 

—C— ORB, — C~~OH and — C— O^M+ 



wherein R n is a C1-C1?, linear or branched chain alkvl group . 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (New) The golf ball of claim 1 wherein the golf ball has at least one coating layer over the 
cover layer. 
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25. (New) A golf ball having at least a cover laver for m ed of a material selected from the group 
consisting of thermoplastic and thermosettin p materials, wherein the improvement comprises 
ap plying upon the cover laver at least one coati ng laver. the coating layer comprising at least on 
functionalized fluoropofvmer. wherein the fluorop olvmer has the formula 



Ri Rs R? Rs Ru 

[I II II 

R 2 R4 R& Ri Rio R12 



wherein a is number from 1 to 10 0 " h is a number from 99 to 1; c is a number from 1 to 50; R izR? 
,re each selected from the group c o nsisting of H. F. alkvl and aryl; wherein at least one of R ^ 
is F: and R » is a moietv of the formula 



CF 3 
I 



m which m is a number from 1 t o 1 ft: and 7. is selected from the group consisting of SOa ESQaiL 
SfyM^ COF. CCbH. and CO M v+ wherein v is the va lence of M and M is a cation selected 
from Group I. la. TTa. Tib. Ilia. ITTh. TVa. IVb. an d transi t ion e lements; Rg zRn are independently 
selected from the group consisting of H. F. alkvl and ar y l ; and R n is selected from the group 
consisting of 
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o o o 

II ll li 

— C— ORb, — C— OH and — C— 



26. (Nr«wl A golf ball having a cover layer, the golf ball having at least o ne coating layer 
de posited upon the cover layer, the cover layer formed of a material selected from the group 
consisting of thermoplastic and thermosetting m aterials, wherein at least the cover layer and at 
least one coating laver comprise at least one functionalized fl uoropolymer, wherein the 
fluoropolymer has the formula 



R 2 R* Re Rr Rio R12 



wherein a is number from 1 to 100: b is a numbe r from 99 to 1; c is a number from 1 to 50; R irSz 
are each selected from the group consisting of H. F. alkyl, an d aryl; wherein at least one of 
is F: and R « is a moietv of the formula 



CF 3 
I 

O— CF 2 — CF ^— O— CFj—CF 2 --Z 



in which m is a number from 1 to 1 8: and Z is selected from t he group consisting of SO?JF, SO3FL 
SC VM V+ . COF. CO7H. and CO?'M v+ . wherein v is the valence of M and M is a cation selected 
from Group I. la. TIa. lib. Ilia- TTTb. IVa. IV h . and transition elements; Rgr En are independently 
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selected from the group consisting of H. F. alkvl and arvl: and Rn i s sele cted fr om the group 
consisting of 

o o o 

II II 11 

— C— ORj3, — C— OH and — C— OiM+ 



wherein R n is a Ci-Ci? linear or branched chain alkvl group. 
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